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Research Paper
“death and Extermination Camps”
	one of the Most Devastating Events to Take Place in History Was the Holocaust. There Were Many Factors Leading Up to the Holocaust but One That Sticks Out to Many People, Were in Fact the Death and Extermination Camps. After the Ghettos Were Liquidated, There Was a Selection Process and Jews Would Be Chosen to Either Be Labor Workers, Or Sent to Death Camps. Many Lives Were Changed Drastically Due to This Event, And Millions of Innocent People Were Lost Due to the Darkness and Cold Hearts of the Nazis. Six Death Camps and Extermination Camps Were Established Throughout Poland. To Fully Comprehend the Power and Destruction of the Holocaust, No Person Could Wrap Their Minds Around.
	the Six Death and Extermination Camps Were; Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, And Treblinka. According to the Article,Concentration and Death Camps Chart, The Infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau Was Established in Oswiecim, Poland in May 26th, 1940, But Was Evacuated January 18th, 1945. During the Time That Auschwitz Was Running, Over 1,100,000 Innocent Jews Are Murdered (History 1900’s). This Center Was Also One of the Largest Extermination Centers in Poland.
	auschwitz
Jewish Gen Lists, “the Auschwitz Complex Was Divided in Three Major Camps: Auschwitz I Main Camp or Stammlager; Auschwitz II or Birkenau, Established On October 8th, 1941 As a ‘vernichtungslager’ (Extermination Camp); Auschwitz III or Monowitz, Established On May 31st, 1942 As an ‘arbeitslager’ Or Work Camp; Also Several Sub Camps. There Were Up to Seven Gas Chambers Using Zyklon-B Poison Gas and Three Crematoria. Auschwitz II Included a Camp for New Arrivals and Those to Be Sent On to Labor Elsewhere; A Gypsy Camp; A Family Camp; A Camp for Holding and Sorting Plundered Goods and a Women's Camp. Auschwitz III Provided Slave Labor for a Major Industrial Plant Run by I G Farben for Producing Synthetic Rubber. Highest Number of Inmates, Including Sub-Camps: 155,000. The Estimated Number of Deaths: 2.1 To 2.5 Million Killed in Gas Chambers, Of Whom About 2 Million Were Jews, And Poles, Gypsies and Soviet Pows. About 330,000 Deaths From Other Causes”. (The Death Factory)
Belzec
The Construction of Belzec Began November 1st1941; Polish Civilians Began Working On the Killing Center On the Outskirts of Belzec. The First Gassing Phase Took Place June 19th 1942. The Gas Chambers in Belzec Were Capable of Holding and Killing 1,000 People at One Time. An Article From Yadvashem Explains, “the Nazis Commenced Construction of Belzec in November 1941, And a Result to Exterminate Two Million Jews in the Generalgouvernment (Large Area in Poland). In Total Six Hundred Thousand People, Mostly Jews and a Few Hundred Gypsies Were Murdered in Belzec”.(Yadvashem).
According to Rudulfreder in an Article On Yadvashem, “i Was in the Death Camp From August Until the End of November 1942. This Was the Period of the Mass Suffocation of Jews. A Few of My Companions in Misfortune, The Few Who'd Manage to Be There Longer, Told Me That the Most Death Transports Were in This Period. They Arrived Every Day, Without a Single Day's Break, Usually Three Times a Day, With Fifty Cars in Every Train, And Every Car Had a Hundred People in It. When Transports Arrived at Night, The Victims of Belzec Waited in the Closed Cars Until Six in the Morning. On Average, Ten Thousand People a Day Were Put to Death.” (Belzec).Rudulf Continues to Say That When Jews Arrived in Belzec, They Were Ordered to Undress and Leave Belongings in the Yard. Deceitful Speeches Were Always Given to Cheer Up the New Arrivals to Give Them False Hope. Just Moments Later, Elderly Were Taken Away, Then Men, Women and Children Were Lead to Gas Chambers. In Rudulfs Testimony, He Gives Explanations About Everything That He Witnessed, Including the Awful Murders.
Chelmno
	according to the Article the Holocaust, Chelmnowas One of the First Extermination Camps to Be Established On Polish Soil. The First Wave of Murder Began December 8th, 1941 And Continued Until Late January of 1945. Jews From the Lodz Ghetto Were Transported to Chelmno. When They Arrived at the Camp They Were Stripped of All Their Clothing and Belongings, Once This Happened, They Were Loaded Onto Mobile Gas Vans Moments After They Reached the Camp. The Mobile Gas Vans Had a Pipe On the Inside of the Van Which Leads to the Exhaust Pipe. Immediately, The Gas Vans Would Drive to the Burial Site in a Forest Nearby. Once They Reached the Burial Site, All of the Jews Inside the Vans Had Died. With Having Only Three Gas Vans 300,000 Jews and 5,000 Sinti and Roma Were Murdered (Yadvashem).
	furthermore, Chelmno Explains What Happened After the Vas Left. “a Few Jewish Prisoners Were Selected From Incoming Transports to Form a Forced-Labor Detachment (Sonderkommando) Of 50 To 60 Men Deployed at the Forest Camp. They Removed Corpses From the Gas Vans and Buried Them in the Mass Graves. Because the Graves Quickly Filled and the Smell of Decomposing Bodies Began to Permeate the Surrounding Area, Including Nearby Villages, The Ss and Police Ordered in Summer 1942 That in Future the Bodies Be Burned On Open Air “ovens” Made of Rail Track in the Forest Camp. Jewish Sonderkommando Members Were Also Responsible for Exhuming the Graves and Burning the Previously Interred Bodies. In Addition, They Sorted the Clothing of the Victims and Cleaned the Vans. Another Small Detachment of About 15 Jews Worked at the Manor House, Sorting and Packing the Belongings of the Victims. Between Eight and Ten Skilled Handicraftsmen Produced or Repaired Goods for the Ss Special Detachment. Periodically, Ss and Police Officials Would Kill the Members of the Jewish Special Detachments and Replace Them with Laborers Selected Off of New Transports.” (United States Holocaust Memorial Museum) (Ushmm)
[bookmark: _GoBack]	majdanek
	majdanek (Poland) States: Madjanek Was Opened October 1942 Originally As a Prisoner of War (Pow) Camp. The Maximum Number of Inmates Located at Majdanek Was Estimated to Be 25,000. When the Camp Was Being Built, It Was Only Built with Two Gas Chambers That Used Zyklon-B Poisoning, And Later On Replaced by Brick Building Gas Chambers. The First Murders Began April 1942 And Ended in July 1944. As a Part of the “final Solution”, An Estimated 130,000 Jews Were Deported to Majdanek. Once Gas Chambers Started Being Used for the Imported Jews, The Nazi’s Needed to Get Rid of the Pow’s, So They Decided On Killing Them in the Mass Shootings. The Largest Massacre to Happen Inside Majdanek Was On November 3rd 1943 When Approximately 17,000 Jews Were Machine-Gunned to Death As Part of the “erntefestaktion” (Majdanek Extermination Camp)
Moreover, An Account On About History Claims, On a Cold Day On November 3rd 1943, The Nazis Decided to Commit a Simultaneous Act of Mass Murder in the Remaining Three Camps in the Generalgouvernment, Trawniki, Poniatowa and Majdanek. The Code Name for This Event Was Erntefest (“harvest Festival”). The Nazi’s Heard About the Revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto in April 1943, Then Again in August, This Time in the Treblinka Death Camp, One More Uprising in the Sibbor Death Camp On October 14th 1943. The Nazis Began to Worry That There Would Be Another Attempted Revolt; In Order to Prevent It They Would Eliminate the Remaining Jews in the Generalgouvernment. The Killing Would Take Place On a Specific Day, November 3rd 1943. The Murder of the Estimated 43,000 Jews During the Aktionerntefest Was Not Only a Very Bloody Day in History, But Also the End of the Aktionreinhard. (Erntefestaktion)
	sobibor
	according to Yadvashem, Sobibor Was Located in Lublin Poland. The Death Camp Was Established in March of 1942 As Part of the Aktionreinhard, But Was Soon Shut Down Near the End of 1943 Due to the Amount of Prisoner Uprisings Occurring. An Estimated Number of Jews Murdered Here Sits at an Astonishing 250,000 Jews. The Construction of This Camp Was Designed to Hide What Was On the Inside. Sobibor Was Divided Into Three Sections; Administration Area, Reception Area, And the Extermination Area. The Deported Jews Were Taken to the Reception Area As Soon As They Arrived, And Were Told to Strip Down and Leave Belongings in a Pile Since They Were Going to Shower, And so the Germans Could Disinfect All of the Clothes and Personal Belongings Before Getting Back On the Train. Since the Jews Were Held in the Reception Area, They Were Unable to See the Extermination Area, Which Was Gas Chambers, Burial Tranches, And Housing for the Jewish Workers. The Gas Showers Were Built to Hold 160-180 People, And Instead of Using the Zyklon-B Poisoning, Sobibor Used Carbon Monoxide Gas (Sobibor)
	the Article Proceeds to Say On Yadvashem, “the Gas Chambers Were Sealed Once the Maximum Potential of Victims Were Inside. Poisonous Gas Was Then Piped In. Within 20-30 Minutes, All Those Inside Were Dead. Jewish Work Teams – Known As Sonderkommando Removed the Bodies, Pulled Out Any Gold Teeth, And Buried the Dead. The Whole Process, From Arrival to Burial, Took Only Two or Three Hours. During That Time, Prisoners Were Forced to Clean the Railroad Cars, After Which the Trains Left and Another 20 Cars Entered the Camp. Those Jews Who Were Not Sent to the Gas Chambers Immediately Underwent a Selektion Process, Which Continued Daily. Only a Few Survived for More Than a Few Months.” (Sobibor)
	treblinka
	according to Treblinka, The Death Camp, Treblinka Is Located in the Northeastern Part of the Generalgouvernment. Treblinka Was Established in the Early Summer of 1942 As a Part of the Aktionreinhard. Approximately 870,000 Jews and Other Deportees Were Murdered Here. This Camp Is Very Similar to Sobibor in the Layout, It Had High Barriers so No One Could See In. Treblinka Was Separated Into Three Sections, The Living Area, The Reception Area, And the Extermination Area. Just Like Many Other Death Camps, They Jews Were Taken to Only the Reception Area so They Could Not See Their Dark Fate That Lays Ahead, The Extermination Area. When the Jews Arrived, They Were Told They Were Taking a Brief Stop to Disinfect Everything and Were Lead to the “showers” (Yadvashem)
	the Article States From Yadvashem, “the Extermination Process at Treblinka Was Based On Experience Gained by the Nazis in Belzec and Sobibor- The Two Other Aktionreinhard Camps. When a Train Made Up of 50 - 60 Cars, Holding Some 6,000 - 7,000 People, Arrived at the Nearby Train Station, 20 Cars Were Brought Into the Camp, While the Rest Were Made to Wait in the Station. The Car Doors Were Opened, And Ss Officers Ordered the Jews to Disembark. Next, A Camp Officer Would Announce to the New Arrivals That They Had Reached a Transit Camp Where They Would Take Showers, Have Their Clothes Disinfected, And Then Travel On to Various Labor Camps. After This Announcement, The Jews Were Taken to "Deportation Square." Men and Women Were Separated - Children Going with the Women. The Women and Children Were Made to Undress in a Barrack, And the Women's Hair Was Cut. Naked, They Were Forced to Leave the Barrack and Enter the "Pipe"- A Narrow, Fenced-In, Camouflaged Path That Led to the Gas Chambers. After the Victims Were Locked Into the Chambers, The Engine Was Started and Poison Gas Poured In. Within Half an Hour, All Inside Were Dead, And the Next Group of Victims Would Prepare to Enter. Meanwhile, The Bodies Were Removed and Taken for Burial in the Trenches. This Last Job Was Done by a Team of Jewish Prisoners, Called Sonderkommando”. (Treblinka).	
	in Conclusion, These Six Death Camps, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, And Treblinka Will Forever Be Talked About in the History Books, As Well As All of the Dark Evil of Adolfhitler and the Nazi’s. There Were Many Killing Methods Used During the Holocaust, But the Two Ways Used in the Death Camps Were Zyklon-B Poisoning and Carbon Monoxide.Approximately 11 Million People Were Brutallymurdered in the Nazis Genocide; Estimated 1.5 Million Were Children, And Five Million Non-Jews (Gypsies, Salvs, Homosexuals, And People in the Wrong Place at the Wrong Time).
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